Looking for Archibald

A Detective Story




We bought our house on Cranston Street
in 1996.




It has a strange geometry...basically 3 hexagonal columns
“pressed together”.




As seen from above the house is 12-sided, with 6-sided rooms
and a hexagonal cupola sitting on top like a crown.
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Thanks to John Raisz for
this drawing



A few years after moving in we decided to remove the asphalt
roofing shingles that covered the house.




This exposed the interlocking wooden hexagonal shingles
underneath (originally they were painted to resemble stone).




Also, in every window there’s a hexagon...




...and every window is different.




There’s even a six-sided hatch that leads up to the roof.




Back in 1987 our house had been included in the National Register of Historic
Places. When we moved in we received a copy of the Boston Landmarks
Commission report recommending it. Among other things it said:




“The deed and mortgage records indicate that John and
Archibald Scott, in 1871, acquired a lot of land at 17 Cranston
street (then 16 Terrace Avenue)...”
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early as 1860 as an organ factory worker...

“...Archibald Scott (b. 1831



“He may have been responsible for the design of the house,
which does display an eccentric attitude toward architectural
form...”




...and a vigorous handling of shape and detail...




...that may indicate a building tradition...




...outside that of housing construction.”




It was a most unusual house . | wanted to know why?
How hard could it be???
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Thanks to John Raisz
— for this drawing




So | decided on two different strategies.
First, I’d research Archibald Scott.
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Second, I'd contact previous tenants and see if they had any
interesting stories... about Archibald or the house.
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| started my research at the Boston City Archives in West



In 1871 & 1872 we find Archibald & John Scott paying taxes first for
land and then an “unfinished house” on Cedar Hill (another name for
Cranston Street /Terrace Avenue).




In 1873 & 1874 it’s the same deal and then...
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... in 1874 Archibald & John run out of money! The land and
house were sold at public auction.

MORTGAGER'S SALE. -
To JOHN SCOTT anil ARCHIBALD RCOTT, the anp-
owners of the equity of redemption of -the

oliowing described estate, and any others lnterested
therein:

#» By virtue of a power of sale, and
iig DY reasonofa breacho eonditions contained
ID & certain mo deod given said John
and Archibald deott to Timothy F. Bows, dsted Mareh
23, 1871, and recorded with dullolk Deeds, Ub, 403, fol.
29 will b= anld st public anction, on tbe premises. 0a
MONDAY, June the eightl, 1974, at Jo'clock P. M., a jot
of iand, with the builldings thereon, being a lot num-
pered sixteren gpon Terrance avenune, on Garbett's
ian., dated Des-mber 16, 1270, s0d recorded with Nor-
olk Derds a« plan No. 191, said estate being formerly
in West Roxbhury, but now in Uraton; houndad north-
easterly by 4 line through the centre of said Terrace
avenue filty feet and 25-109, spoutheast >rly by lot num-
. bered 17 elghty-five 7-1v feet, southwestariy by land of
| Gote ifty and 5-10 feet, and northwesterly by lot No.
| 13elghty-five 3-i0 feet, with a nght of way through
raid Terrace avenuge and subjeet to the Testrictions
that a strip of lond revenand a half feet wide across
the entire northeaaterly end uf said it is {orever 1o b2
kept open as a partof xaid aveuuc, )
WILLIAM LOCK,
Assiznes of sald Mortgage.




At the State House Library, Special Collections, | went through
the Boston Directories.




| found A.F. (Archibald Fraser) Scott, organ builder, listed from
1860-1888, living at a variety of Boston addresses.

A. F. ¢rgan bullder, house 9 Avon pl. wd. 16




Next | went in search of the original deed and mortgage at the Norfolk
Registry in Dedham (Terrace Avenue was part of West Roxbury until
1874!)




Archibald & John paid Timothy Bowe $1492 for “lot number 16 upon Terrace Avenue”.
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After this followed many “dead ends”:

* Inspectional Services Department: No Permit

* Boston Public Library: No photos, books or articles
about Archibald or the house




Ma Historical Society & Historic New England: nada!




At this point | decided to concentrate on the genealogical route even
though | knew nothing about genealogical research. | joined the New
England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) on Newbury Street...




...and learned how to use their resources:

* Ancestry.com
 FamilySearch
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T had no idea I could actually see my father’s name written in a census
Z record. But there he was in an orphanage in 1920.”
.3 ~ MARTIN ASDORIAN JR.



* The U.S & Canadian Censuses

Counting
,Canada

RELATION
® prina aad forovts of sech

U S CENSUS

17 90-1930

~ Start Exploring!

A G uuuluuml Guide
to the Canadian Census
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 Nova Scotia Historical Vital Statistics
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And | got a lot of help from NEHGS staff. | found that according
to the 1870 Census ...




Archibald F. Scott was born around 1831 (1870 minus 39) in Nova

Scotia. He was married to Mary and had 3 girls and he was working in
an organ factory.
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Using Ancestry.com & FamilySearch | found the marriage record of Mary
(Crowe) Shaffroth and Archibald F. Scott on June 14t 1860.
| found the names of both their parents and that both were born in Halifax.
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According to the 1880 Census A.F. Scott is now...




...married to Elizabeth and 3 boys have been added to the
family!
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Death records confirm that Mary died in 1872 at 40 years old of
tuberculosis. Marriage records confirm that Archibald married
Elizabeth Short from England two years later in 1874.
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At the National Archives in Waltham | found
Archibald’s Naturalization papers...




...stating that Archibald (born 2-9-1831) came from Halifax and
arrived in Boston in 1847...

Mnited States of [Aumerica,

S —— A W—

To the Ionorable the Judges of the Circuit Court of the United States,
bequn and holden at Boston, u'illu'n and fur the District q/' \Im‘mrhmr!!v.

Respectfully represents L/Q,/{(/ ¢ /a/ ol ,,7," a ("a(z

of /Faslire in said Dlslnc! Occau elole an Alien, and a free white

person; that he was born in ﬂ (,, / C }/ma f?(,-fz “

,% /' = on or about
the /’("1 ’7 day of ¢/ "('“‘”“ in the yeur of our Lord cighteen
hundred and ///' e and is now ulmm /I/(g/ ,\/4/ yoars of
age; that hie arrivid at 7” s in the District of

/ 7 in the United States of Amerien, on or about the
' //0-_(9/10.'1£ ( ,[ : \
(//u»: duy of (eds ter in the year of our Lord eighteen

hundred and /014 P being then a minor nader the age of cighteen years ;
thiat it then was, apd still is, his bona fide intention to reside fu, and beeonie a citizen of|
the United States of America, and to renounce all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign
Prinee, State, Potentate and Sovervignty whatsoever — more especially 1o Victoria,
Queen of the United Kingdom of Greut Brituin and Ireland,



...and he became a U.S. citizen in 1868.

Mnited States of [America,

District of Massachusetts, to wit :

At a Circuit (‘.051 of the United States, begun and holden at said Boston, on the

fifteenth day of lt ”/ in_the year of our Lord
186 f, 10 “’it, on the v ¢ j/ ¢I day of //(é

A. D 186 S, the said \//, '/'. A/r, 77/ was admitted
to become a citizen of the United States of America; and the Court ordered that record
thereof be’made accordingly.

Attest,
Clerk.



Death records show Archibald Fraser Scott dying on April 16%,
1900 in Weston, MA of asthma & dilatation of the heart.
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To summarize...

Archibald came to Boston from Halifax in 1847 when he was
15 years old.

Thirteen years later in 1860 he married Mary Crowe and over
the next few years they had 2 girls (Georgina, the oldest girl
was from a previous marriage). In 1860 he also started
working at the organ factory.

In 1868 he became a citizen.
Three years later (1871) he starts work on our house.
The next year Mary dies.

Two years later, in 1874, he marriages Elizabeth, runs out of
money and gives up our house.



In spite of all these facts, facts, facts, | still didn’t really know anything
about Archibald himself. So... | decided to track down his great
grandchildren and ask them if they knew anything about him.




| decided to concentrate on the children of Archibald and Elizabeth
because the relatives of his first marriage to Mary quickly lost the
Scott surname.

Arrived in Boston: 10-15-1847

Married
12-31-
- William Harriet H. \'®®" | James H.
ot Archibald Scott Stewart
B: 1855 Scott B: 8-30-1861 B: 1841
B: 7-10-1868 in Roxbury,MA D:4-13-1899
D:8-9-1869

(Stepdaughter)
Edith Mary ‘"ZZ: .
tewart
B:2-18-1883 D:@21/2

(Cl":::\'rve ) Ar’c:hlbald
3 ), raser
Shaffroth S Scott

Naturalized: 7-31-1868

B: 1832
D:8-20-1872
of tuberculosi

Parents are Jonathan &
Martha Crowe
Married: 3-19-1826

in Weston,MA

Parents are Archibald
& Isabella (Fraser) Scott
Married: 3-6-1826

&.)m: 2-9-1832 Worked at
Died: 4-13-1900 Hook & Hastings Co.
as an organ builder




So...Archibald and Elizabeth had 2 boys. One ended up in prison
(for 20 years!), while the other married Bernice.

Thomas W. Walter Charles
Archibald Edward .
Short o ; Scoet Married 9-26-1914
8: 1867 56241875 B: 7-19-1878
D:5171943 Prisoner in 1900 D: 1953
(Stepson)
Charles
Richard gy + Rollin
Gertrude Scort Scott Fernald
Testa 8:9-27-1917 ;: ;?f‘,’?’,ﬁ, 81507
8:8-5-1922 D:1-15-1988 £ 12-15-
D:11-3-1990 during WWH
David E.
Lindsay Melissa C. Sande
Scott Scort co




They had 2 boys. One was lost at sea during World War Il.
The other married Gertrude.

Charles

DEJJ.%,d Rollin
Scott Fernald
B: 10-5-1915 B: 1907
D: 1942
during WWII

Lindsay
Scott

Melissa C.
Scott

Richard
Gertrude Scott
Testa B:9-27-1917
B:8-5-1922 D: 1-15-1988
D: 11-3-1990
DavidE.

Scott




When | found Gertrude’s obituary | found Archibald’s Great
Granddaughter!




| contacted Lindsay Scott, but she didn’t know anything about
him!!l, ..but...

It's funny, | can't help but relate this to my own life. |'ve told

you that | built my own house and load of other structures,

furniture, metalwork, mechanics....|'ve been working with my hands
since | was very young. Somethingthat strikes me - in junior high
school | happened to be the firstand only girl in 1968 allowed to
take a mechanical drawingclass. | have always since enjoyed an

aspect of mechanical drawing called geometricconstruction, using
drawingtools to solve geometric problems and draw geometricshapes.
|taught that unit right up until retirement as an Industrial Arts
Technology teacher. During high school and a few years after, |

worked for a civil engineering firm plottingand drawingvarious land
plans. | remember in high school art class, designingand making a

tent like structure of folded paper that was either hexagonal or
octagonal inshape. |then made a full size structurein cardboard

and it was photographedand appeared in Sudbury's newspaper. | have
that somewhere. The first home | owned, | built a modified octagon
deck around my octagon hot tub. Later | added a larger octagon patio
type deck. It's kind of weird to see the shape of thisamazinghouse
and know | have always been fascinated with shape, structure,
design.... It's a rather emotion provoking feeling.

(She also remembered her Uncle Walter’s notched gun)



Before pursuing other great-grandchildren | took a few “detours”. First, ...to the Organ
Factory where Archibald worked. The Hook & Hastings Organ Factory was originally
located in Boston at Roxbury Crossing.




In the late 1880’s Hastings decided to relocate the factory to the farm fields across
from his boyhood home in Weston, MA. ( which explains why Archibald was buried in
Weston!) Hastings built a huge factory next to the railroad line...




...and built “cottages” for his employees (they paid less renting a
cottage than a 3-room flat in Boston). Archibald lived in one of these
on White Street.




The Organ Factory community was very “enlightened”. There was a club that
sponsored debates, concerts, plays & dances. The community Center had a
library and game room.
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| researched all this at the Weston Library & Weston Historical Society. They told me
that Archibald’s gravestone was at the Linwood Cemetery in Weston. Lindsay's mother
& father, grandmother & grandfather & great-uncle were buried with him.




| even found his obit in a local paper.

: Achlba,ld Fnazer Scott died quite
'}suddenly last Friday while sittlng in.
his.chair, 'He was born ‘in Halifax,
“N.. S and’ was 67 years; 2 months, 8
-,‘days*old His- remaing were buried
,*Monday | 2% s



The other detour | took led me to Halifax, Nova Scotia where | bonded with
some local genealogists at the Nova Scotia Archives.




Mostly, | was searching for John Scott, Archibald’s brother (or maybe
his cousin?). What | found was Archibald’s baptism records which
showed that Archibald was actually born February 9, 1832.

William H. Fred warvied /L Movvied | Wiltiam
y e Thomas
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It was at this point that | noticed some things just didn’t add up.

As you can see from this genealogical chart, Archibald had one brother
named Donald. Archibald did have a cousin, John Scott, 19 years old in

1871, but according to the records he was living with his parents in Nova
Scotia. Where’s John Scott???

Archibald Isabella
Sot,57. ";m::,',:“@:.,\

: 1808
: B:c I_IOO in Scotland
in 9 Mile River D: Before 1891
D:3-7-1861

[ ————

- Charles
Archibald Ellen Ar ’”bg’d Lundin Donald
Fraser Scott Scott - B: B: 1833 in sy
B:2-9-1832 B:c 1829 , ‘ ;:’ﬁ: : o 9 Mile River B:11-22-1841
in 9 Mile River MD?,A:','-,}";;" - Before 1891 - 1871-81 0:4-27-1891 D: 10-30-1916
0:4-13-1900 - in Boston in Waverly NS
in Weston,MA (single)




Recently | had reread the original mortgage (dated 1870) and it stated
that both Archibald & John were “unmarried”. But Archibald , when he
signed this, had been married to Mary for 10 years and had 3 girls.
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Also, | noticed on the 1874 tax records there was an “a” next to
Archibald & John’s names. This meant they were aliens, but we know
that Archibald became a naturalized citizen in 1868.
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And then one of my neighbors told me about an article (posted on the JP
Historical Society website) written in the Boston Daily Globe in 1908.

TWELVE-SIDED HOUSE

Dodecagonal Dwelling, Perched on a Cliff in Jamaica
Plain, is a Rare Sight—Owned by Mrs Rich of
Salem, Who Calls It Her “Castle"—Built by
Two Scotchmen for Their Own Bachelor

Quarters — Circular and Hexagonal
Rooms—Odd Doors and Win-
dows—Walls Full of Closets.




It read:

About 40 years ago two brothers
from Scotland began the
erection of a dwelling, which
they intended should be used for
their bachelor apartments.



To summarize...

John Scott is no where to be found

According to the mortgage Archibald is single, but in fact he’s
married with 3 kids

The tax records say he’s an alien, but he became a citizen 3
years earlier.

An article in the Globe claims 2 brothers from Scotland built
the house!



My friends at the Nova Scotia Archives

suggested that maybe | had the wrong
Archibald Scott.



My first instinct was to reject this outright.

| mean...in 1908 the reporter from the newspaper probably
interviewed a few neighbors, who probably never actually
met Archibald & John ( it was 34 years since they’d worked on
the house).




Archibald & John both had the last name Scott. People could have heard :
“the Scott’s are working on the house” and assume that they were from
Scotland. Or maybe Archibald told the neighbors he was Scottish because his
mother was.




Archibald Fraser Scott was 39 when he started work on the

house. His wife was home with the kids. People might have
assumed he was a bachelor...

Maybe he said that he was a bachelor in the mortgage

because he worried that Bowe would never sell him the land
if he knew he was married with 3 kids???

maybe, maybe, maybe...



So | decided to revisit the City Directories...

| discovered what | (and the Boston Landmark’s Commission ) missed:

Namely that in 1871 an organ builder named Archibald Fraser Scott was
living at 9 Avon St. in Roxbury AND the same year a carpenter, Archibald
Scott was living at 1366 Tremont Street...

Scott Archibald, carpenter. house 1366 Tremont

Scott A. F. organ builder. house 0 Avon pl. wd. 15




...AND at that same address lived a John Scott who was also a
...carpenter! (whoops)

Scott Jolm.fcmq)mpticr. house 1366 Tremont




It looked like the Boston Landmark Commission’s
Report was wrong.
Two Archibald Scott’s lived in Boston, one an organ

builder and the other a carpenter living (for at least
one year) with his brother(?) John.



Still...not a complete loss:

* | gotacram course in genealogy.
* It was fun to discover Gertrude’s obit and talk with Lindsay.
e | got a trip to Halifax

* And after my return... | got several emails a day from John &
Scott (ironic because | was looking for a John Scott!) from the
Nova Scotia Archives with suggestions and leads.



And | can understand why the Boston Landmark
Commission thought an organ builder might
have designed and built house.




In fact, when | was in Halifax | saw the shape of the Citadel, a fort on
top of a hill in the middle of downtown, and | thought | saw the shape
of our house.




Another perk from my research... a book called Buildings of
Massachusetts with a picture of our house on the back cover!

l
BUILDINGS OF \ 1::\‘,\\1:‘ |

Keith N. Morgan

with lichacd M, Candee, Naomi Miller
Bogrethiten!, anil Contritrtnr

fo Db s shin veduane, o Riiae
frorm s bt the Archibuld Scoo
Hhoowe m bamascs Pam; the St Claud Wmal i the Sourk Bat; As s’ Correm
Dwign Nesenrnh (omw Crate & Rorrel ), on Cantaondipe: 14 <37 M. Sasks Seaed ity
Deactusber | aesd the Rinebasd Dies 1 Somersiie. (AL phatograpi by Peus
Vanderwsbar

BUIALDINGS OF Yo UtrTiD STATES & 5 mvws oF S o Somcs ochme?
4 - A Ve

"y 'y e A e e 4 ety it ove




Also there were the families | found who lived in our house before us. |
found them using the Boston List of Residents (on the BPL Website).

Ward 19 — Precinct 11

CITY OF BOSTON

LIST OF RESIDENTS
20 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER

NON-CITIZENS INDICATED BY [*]
MALES INDICATED BY [°]

AS OF

JANUARY 1, 1960

LEO J. SULLIVAN, Chairman
JOSEPH RUSSO, Secrefary
GERTRUDE A. PFAU
DAVID LASKER
PERLIE DYAR CHASE
Listing Board,




These families provided me with a photo of our house from 1950
(before the house had the enclosed porch...




...and another around 1960 after the enclosed porch was
added)...

G




...and even an action-shot capturing a robbery taking
place in our backyard.




| also found a rear view shot of the house showing the triple-
decker that burned down in 1975.




The fire was the work of an arsonist and our house was spared
only because firemen doused our home with water.

Suspicious fire damages

2 Jamaica Plain houses

Fire caused $20,000
damage (o {wo vacant
three-story houses in Ja-
maica Plain last night.
Fire officials said the fire
is believed to have been
started by vandals.

Capt. John Collins of
the Boston Fire Depart-
ment said the fire appar-
ently started on the rear
stairway of 15 Cranston
st. It quickly spread
through the building and
across an alley {o a house
at 15A Cranston st.

The . houscs, both

boarded up, were situated
on the top of a hill, and
the fire could be seen for

,many miles, Low water

pressure hampered fire-
fighting operations,

According to Collins, the
houses were badly dam-
aged but not destroyed, He
said the first house was a
wooden building and the
second was brick.

Collins said the three-
alarm fire was being in-
vestigated by the arson
squad,

Courtesy of:
Remember Jamaica Plain



These families told me stories...

* About a general store, a few doors down, that sold eggs
and bread and butter, because getting up the hill was so
hard in the winter

* About a prankster ghost in a Fedora who opened doors
that were left closed and unmade beds

* About how living on our street was like living in a small
village with scores of children and a few old women
sitting on chairs in the street ever vigilant.



Epilogue

So...I've spent the last few months trying to
track down the carpenters, Archibald & John
Scott, but I’'ve had absolutely no luck.



* They’re not in the U.S. or Canadian Census

* They’re not in the Immigration records or
Passenger records

* |n fact...except for the City Directories & Tax
Records from 1871-1874 ...they don’t exist



And that’s where the story would end, except... |
recently came across a old advertisement for the
organ factory while it was still in Boston...



...and | noticed it was located on 1131 Tremont Street. Archibald Scott
(the carpenter) and John Scott lived at 1366 Tremont Street in 1871,
just down the block!
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And the next year, 1872, Archibald Scott (the carpenter moved to 3
Drew Place, literally around the corner from the factory!!! Why???




In fact both Archibald Fraser Scott (organ builder) and Archibald Scott (carpenter) live

within a few blocks of the organ factory and each other.
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Carpenter

Organ Maker

16 Terrace Avenue
Hook & Hastings



The carpenter could have lived anywhere (in a city of over
250,000 people), but he lives next to the organ factory. That
strikes me as really odd.

\"s Inside this black dot is
‘ \\s' the organ factory, the
. carpenter & the organ
builder.

This black dot is our house.

Special thanks to the Norman
Leventhal Map Center for this
1870 Map of Boston



Also, in all the years the organ builder is listed the carpenter only
shows up twice in the City Directories.

Acchibels fraser Scott [organ Sutder] Archibels Scott
WO Trwmont Strewt (Fom. O
HMO) 303 Tremont Sreet (ho=. O
WO4 310 Trement Sreet (hos On)
Mot Catot [comer of Culvert) (Rom. O
08 INT Cabot Stwet (Boston D )
WEY 0 Avon Mace (Boston D )
M0 0 Ao Mace (Boston Dy )
T 9 Avon Mace (Bsaton D) 13806 Tromont Street (with fohs Scolt)
WP 9 Awon Mace (Basos O ) ) Orew Place
873 30 Wiverside [noted as cawpenter)  {Doiten Dw )
T4 a5 Wesion {trom Tas Socords)
TS A4S Weston [froe Tax Recores)

A4S Weston {Bawos Dir )
I 45 Weston {Bowon Dw )
1478 93 Rostury (Banos D )
1179 93 Rowtury (Bumion Cir )
1580 94 Ve |Bowoe Cir )
1881
1882 Roshury (Somon Dw )
1883 265 moshury (Bosron Dir )
1884 265 Rosbury (Sosmon Dir )
85 265 Rosbury (Bomon Dir )
R 99 Yernon (Roston Dir )
W87 98 vernon (Roson Dir }

LA8R 99 Yernon (Roston D)



* |sit a coincidence that the carpenter lived
next to the organ factory and within a few
blocks of Archibald Fraser Scott???

* |sit possible they’re the same person?



One scenereo is that for two years Archibald Fraser Scott
rented one address for his family and the other as a
workshop, near the Organ Factory so he could use some
of the equipment in off hours to make the hexagonal
shingles, strange shaped windows, etc.

He registers his home under his formal name (A.F.Scott) and
his “business” under his more informal name Archibald
Scott.

He starts a partnership with a Scotsmen named John Scott (no
relation) who helps him build his dream house.

John remembers Fingal’s Cave, off the coast of Scotland, close to
where he grew up...



..with it’s hexagonal columns of basalt.
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And he says to the organ maker/carpenter: “Why not build a
house shaped like 3 hexagons “pressed together”...?”




Of course this is just speculation.
The question is...should | be finding other members of Archibald Fraser Scott’s
family...or should | be on the next flight to Scotland???
| could use some help.




